
Understanding 4G and 5G: The Future of Connectivity 
 
4G: The Fourth Generation of Mobile Networks 
 
Definition: 4G stands for "Fourth Generation." It's primarily known for its broadband 
capabilities, offering notably faster speeds than its predecessor, 3G. 
Speed: 4G should ideally offer a minimum download speed of 100 Mbps. Some 
carriers refer to this standard as 4G LTE+ to distinguish it from 4G LTE. 
LTE Explanation: LTE, or "Long Term Evolution," signifies an advancement towards 
true 4G. In essence, 4G LTE is an improved version of 3G, but it falls short of genuine 
4G standards. 
LTE Speed: While there's no fixed standard for 4G LTE, average download speeds 
typically hover between 12-30 Mbps, with urban areas often enjoying faster 
connections. 
 
5G: The Future of Mobile Connectivity 
 
Definition: 5G stands for the fifth-generation network. Designed for faster speeds, 
increased capacity, lower latency, and heightened reliability, it aims to connect 
everyone and everything more efficiently. 
Speed & Types: True 5G should offer a minimum speed of 1 Gbps. Depending on 
the frequency bands, 5G can be categorized into: 
5G Low-Band: 600 MHz-1 GHz, speeds between 50-250 Mbps. 
5G Mid-Band (Including C-Band): 1-6 GHz, speeds from 300 Mbps – 1 Gbps. 
5G High-Band (mmWave): 24-47 GHz, exceeding 1 Gbps. 
Latency: 5G promises a latency rate as low as 1 millisecond, significantly improving 
upon 4G's ideal rate of 10ms. 
Compatibility: While 5G phones can work on 4G networks, the inverse is not true; 
4G phones cannot access 5G frequencies. 
Safety: Research indicates that 5G radiofrequency exposure remains within safe 
limits and poses no more risk than standard WiFi bands. 
Infrastructure & Technology: 5G differs from 4G in its infrastructure, utilizing both 
large cell towers and densely deployed small cells. It can support about 1 million 
devices per square kilometer, compared to 4G's 4,000 devices. The technology also 
makes communication between IoT devices more seamless. 
 
Vo5G - The Next-Gen Voice Calls: 
 
What is Vo5G?: Voice over 5G (or VoNR - Voice over New Radio) is the latest in call 
technology. Unlike traditional calls that might drop to older standards, Vo5G remains 
on the 5G connection, ensuring clearer voice quality and reduced latency. 



Requirements: To utilize Vo5G, one needs a 5G-compatible device, carrier support, 
and must be within the 5G network coverage area. Not all 5G smartphones support 
Vo5G, so compatibility varies. 
Final Thoughts: While the differences between 4G and 5G will become more 
pronounced over time, what remains clear is that 5G represents the next big leap in 
mobile communication, paving the way for innovations like self-driving cars and 
delivery drones. 
 
 

 


